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-Day 1 -
Thursday, 26 March 2026
|Time ||Session title |
11:00 - 12:40 Infectious diseases science to policy roundtable - part 1
Scientific session
Chairs: Prof. Dr. Anca Streinu-Cercel, Prof. Dr. Simin Aysel Florescu, Dr. Sorin Petrea
11:00-11:10 ||Keynote lecture: The role of collaboration in shaping the future of infectious
diseases
Prof. Dr. Adrian Streinu-Cercel
11:10 - 11:20 ||Keynote lecture: 2025 landscape: Late HIV diagnosis and its implications
Prof. Dr. Voichita Lazureanu
11:20 - 11:30 ||[Keynote lecture: “RETRO-FUTURE” - Improving the quality of life for people
living with HIV
Conf. Dr. lon Stefan
11:30 - 11:40 ||Keynote lecture: Up-to-date in pneumocystosis
Prof. Dr. Mihaela Lupse
11:40 - 11:50 |(|Keynote lecture: From national immunization programs to community trust:
Rethinking vaccination strategies in Romania
Prof. Dr. Irina Magdalena Dumitru
11:50-12:00 ||Keynote lecture: Hospital and community acquired Klebsiella spp. infections:
the worse is yet to come
Prof. Dr. Simin Aysel Florescu
12:00-12:10 ||Keynote lecture: Mucormycosis
Prof. Dr. Victoria Birlutiu, Dr. Andreea Ghibu
12:10-12:30 ||Keynote lecture: Arboviruses at the crossroads of climate, ecology, and global
health
Prof. Dr. Simona Ruta
12:30 - 12:40 |Panel discussion
Chairs and presenters
12:40 - 13:00 Break
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‘Time

HSession title ‘

13:00 - 14:00

Scientific session

The future of infectious disease medicine
- Opening ceremony and Doctor Honoris Causa ceremony -
Chairs: Prof. Dr. Oana Sandulescu, Prof. Dr. Anca Streinu-Cercel
Invited faculty:
- President, Romanian Senate Health Committee - Prof. Dr. Adrian Streinu-Cercel
- Minister of Health Romania - Dr. Alexandru Rogobete
- Rector, UMFCD - Prof. Dr. Viorel Jinga
- President, Romanian College of Physicians - Prof. Dr. Catalina Poiana
- President of the Senate, UMFCD - Prof. Dr. Dragos Vinereanu
- Director, Agence nationale de recherches - Maladies infectieuses émergentes
(ANRS MIE) - Prof. Yazdan Yazdanpanah (France)
- President, European AIDS Clinical Society (EACS) - Prof. Dr. Mitosz Parczewski
(Poland)
- President, British HIV Association (BHIVA) - Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tristan Barber (UK)
- Vicepresident, GeSIDA - Dr. Jose Bernardino (Spain)
- Vicepresident, Euroguidelines in Central and Eastern Europe (ECEE) Network
Group - Assoc. Prof. Dr. Agata Skrzat-Klapaczynska (Poland)
- Coordinator, EACS Guidelines - Assoc. Prof. Dr. Juan Ambrosioni (Spain)
- Honorary counsellor of the Minister of Health - Dr. Jean-Elie Malkin, (France)
- Coordinator, EU2Cure European Consortium - Assoc. Prof. Dr. Casper Rokx,

Scientific session

(Netherlands)
14:00 - 15:00 Lunch break
15:00 - 16:15 PrEP masterclass: From implementation to impact

Chairs: Prof. Dr. Oana Sandulescu, Prof. Dr. Anca Streinu-Cercel

15:00 - 15:05 ||[Romania’s national PrEP rollout - translating evidence into effective clinical
practice
Prof. Dr. Anca Streinu-Cercel

15:05-15:15 |({Understanding PrEP: Current knowledge gaps, evidence base and rationale
Dr. Oana Mihaela Inescu

15:15-15:25 ||[Romanian consensus on identification and referral of PrEP candidates
Prof. Dr. Oana Sandulescu

15:25-15:40 ||Prescribing and monitoring PrEP: Practical clinical guidance. Management of
PrEP discontinuation, continuity of care
Dr. Raluca Patrascu

15:40 - 16:00 ||Managing HIV seroconversion during PrEP

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Juan Ambrosioni (Spain)
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Thursday, 26 March 2026

Scientific session

Chairs: Prof. Dr. Egidia Miftode, Conf. Dr. Violeta Tincuta Briciu, Dr. Sorin Petrea

‘Time HSession title ‘
16:00 - 16:10 ||Interactive discussion and Q&A: Real-world implementation challenges,
barriers and facilitators
Prof. Dr. Anca Streinu-Cercel, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Juan Ambrosioni (Spain)
16:10 - 16:15 ||Looking ahead: The future of PrEP in Romania, integration with health services
and sustainability
Prof. Dr. Oana Sandulescu
16:15-17:00 Advancing HIV care: Individualized approaches for people living with HIV in
Satellite symposium ([Romania
MSD Prof. Dr. Anca Streinu-Cercel (Romania)
Prof. Dr. Mitosz Parczewski (Poland)
17:00-17:30 Patient voice in HIV clinical trials: Relevance and impact of PROs
Satellite symposium
L Prof. Dr. Oana Sindulescu
17:30 - 17:45 Break
17:45 - 19:30 Infectious diseases science to policy roundtable - part 2

17:45-17:55

Keynote lecture: Key considerations regarding drug-drug interactions (DDIs)
for achieving long-term therapeutic success in HIV management
Prof. Dr. Gordana Dragovic Lukic (Serbia)

17:55 -18:05

Keynote lecture: Clinical perspectives on biologic therapy in people living with
HIV
Prof. Dr. Manuela Arbune

18:05 - 18:15

Keynote lecture: Children perinatally exposed to HIV but uninfected: A distinct
pediatric phenotype?
Dr. Tudor Fleseriu, Prof. Dr. Anca Meda Vasiesiu

18:15-18:25

Keynote lecture: Obesity in adults - risk factor in infectious diseases
Prof. Dr. Catalina Luca

18:25-18:35

Keynote lecture: Infectious risk in migrating populations
Conf. Dr. Violeta Tincuta Briciu

18:35 - 18:45

Keynote lecture: Colistin resistance in Enterobacterales: From intestinal
microbiota to therapeutic decision-making
Prof. Dr. Egidia Miftode, Dr. Larisa Miftode

18:45 - 18:55

Keynote lecture: Atypical pneumonia in children from South-East of Romania
Prof. Dr. Simona Claudia Cambrea
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‘Time HSession title

18:55-19:05 |(|Keynote lecture: Management of chronic viral hepatitis B, C, and D in the
Republic of Moldova: progress, challenges, and future perspectives
Prof. Dr. Gheorghe Placintad (Rep. Moldova)

19:05-19:15 ||Keynote lecture: Microbiota - role in infectious pathology
Prof. Dr. Carmen Manciuc

19:15-19:30 |Panel discussion
Chairs and presenters

-Day 2 -
Friday, 27 March 2026
‘Time HSession title ‘
09:00 - 10:15 Innovations in HIV prevention, treatment, and patient-centered care

Scientific session

Chairs: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Casper Rokx, Prof. Dr. Voichita Lazureanu

09:00 - 09:20 ||Keynote lecture: Bridging fundamental and clinical research in HIV cure
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Casper Rokx (The Netherlands)

09:20 - 09:30 ||DNA and chromatin landscape in HIV infection
Dr. Anna Karina Felder (The Netherlands)

09:30 - 09:45 ||Keynote lecture: Standards of care for infants, children and young adults living
with HIV - the road to zero transmission by 2030
Dr. Mariana Mardarescu

09:45 - 10:00 ||Keynote lecture: Integrating metabolic care pathways in the management of
HIV
Prof. Dr. Valeriu Gheorghita

10:00 - 10:15 |/Panel discussion
Chairs and presenters

10:15-11:25 Driving excellence in HIV management: From resistance science to clinical
Satellite symposium practice

Gl HE e Chair: Prof. Dr. Oana Sindulescu (Romania)

Romania Speakers: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Juan Ambrosioni (Spain), Prof. Dr. Cristiana Oprea
(Romania)
11:25-11:45 Break
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‘ Time HSession title ‘
11:45 - 13:00 Implementing innovation: From lab to bedside and health systems perspectives
Scientific session in HIV and ID care

Chairs: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tristan Barber, Prof. Dr. Carmen Dorobat
11:45-12:00 (|Keynote lecture: The future of ART
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tristan Barber (UK)
12:00 - 12:15 ||Keynote lecture: What is the role of EU in accelerating the HIV response?
Dr. Jean-Elie Malkin (France)
12:15-12:30 ||Keynote lecture: From attitudes to impact: HIV-related stigma and quality of
life
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Agata Skrzat-Klapaczynska (Poland)
12:30 - 12:40 ||Keynote lecture: Thirty years of experience with people living with HIV at Casa
Doru: narrative of care, stories of survival, loss, and therapeutic progress
Prof. Dr. Cristiana Oprea (Romania)
12:40 - 12:50 ||Keynote lecture: Profile of HIV late diagnosis: Characteristics over the last
decade
Prof. Dr. Carmen Dorobat (Romania)
12:50 - 13:00 |Panel discussion
Chairs and presenters
13:00 - 14:00 Now is the time to treat ahead
Satellite symposium | Dr. Eliza Daniela Militaru
LRI Lect. Dr. Ana Maria Tudor
14:00 - 14:40 Lunch break
14:40 - 14:50 HIV sequencing in the Republic of Moldova: challenges and perspectives
Satellite symposium | Dr, Ecaterina Noroc (Republica Moldova)
Elta 90
14:50 - 15:20 Keynote lecture: From emergence to response: Strengthening global systems
Scientific session against infectious threats
Prof. Dr. Yazdan Yazdanpanah (France)
15:20 - 16:30 Antimicrobial resistance: Current challenges and evolving strategies in
Scientific session bacterial infections (session in collaboration with REVERSE project)
Chairs: Prof. Dr. Adriana Hristea, Assoc. Prof. Elena Carrara
15:20 - 15:40 ||Keynote lecture: REVERSE-ing the trend - a large collaborative European
project to reduce multidrug resistant bacterial infections
Dr. Ashlesha Sonpar (Switzerland)
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15:40 - 16:00 ||Keynote lecture: Implementation strategies for antimicrobial stewardship
within the REVERSE framework
Assoc. Prof. Elena Carrara (Italy)

16:00 - 16:10 |(|Oral presentation: Management of infections caused by carbapenem-resistant
Gram-negative bacteria: comparative effectiveness of novel and alternative
antimicrobial combinations
Assist. Univ. Dr. Cristian Niculae (Romania)

16:10 - 16:20 |(|Oral presentation: The impact of empirical antibiotic therapy guided by rectal
Gram-negative colonization in patients with febrile neutropenia: data from
Fundeni Institute cohort, REVERSE project
Dr. Lacramioara Mohorea (Romania)

16:20 - 16:30 |Panel discussion
Chairs and presenters

16:30-17:00 ||Break

17:00-17:30 Cefiderocol: A strategic answer to antimicrobial resistance
Satellite symposium | Prof, Dr. Adriana Hristea
SOBI
17:30-17:45 Implications of the polymorphism of non-systemic intestinal antibiotics in the
Satellite symposium || development of AMR
HEE ] Prof. Dr. Oana Sandulescu
17:45 - 18:00 Therapeutic approaches in infectious and non-infectious acute diarrhea
Satellite symposium | Prof. Dr. Anca Streinu-Cercel
Terapia
18:00 - 18:15 Controlling urinary pH - essential approach for sustaining therapeutical
Satellite symposium | efficiency in UTIs
LG Prof. Dr. Oana Sindulescu
18:15 - 18:35 Keynote lecture: Invisible threats, visible action: Reinventing infection
Scientific session prevention and control

Dr. Guillaume Mellon (France)
18:35 - 18:50 Nextgen antimicrobial stewardship: the bridge between diagnostic insights and
Satel_lit_e symposium (|clinical decision
Mediclim Mihai Ghetu
18:50 - 20:00 One Health approaches to vector-borne disease prevention and control
Scientific session

Chairs: Prof. Dr. Anca Streinu-Cercel, Prof. Dr. Yazdan Yazdanpanah (France)

18:50 - 19:05 ||A gentle introduction to viral WGS bioinformatics: What happens after
sequencing
Liviu Rotaru

19:05-19:20 |[EURGen-Net: Genomic-based surveillance of multidrug-resistant bacteria of
public health importance
Lect. Dr. Dragos Florea
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19:20 - 19:30 ||The silent clock’s toll in endocarditis - insights on the impact of surgical timing
on survival and relapse
Adelina Maria Radu, Irina Florentina Talposi, Raluca Elena Totoiu, Roxana Berbecaru,
Valeriu Gheorghitd, Oana Sandulescu

19:30 - 19:40 ||[Evaluation of microorganisms and risk factors of pressure ulcer infections
affecting prognosis in palliative care unit
Didem Celik, Hande ileri, Tunzala Yavuz, Yasemin Kilig Oztiirk

19:40 - 20:00 |Panel discussion
Chairs and presenters

-Day 3 -
Saturday, 28 March 2026
|Time ||Session |
08:30 - 09:30 Connecting diagnostic science with clinical decision-making
Scientific session
Chairs: Prof. Dr. Adriana Hristea, Assist. Lect. Simona Paraschiv, Dr. Raluca Patrascu

08:30 - 08:45 ||Keynote lecture: Bedside relevance of molecular diagnosis in tuberculous
meningitis
Prof. Dr. Adriana Hristea (Romania)

08:45 - 08:55 ||Molecular epidemiology, genetic variability and evolution of human T-
lymphotropic virus type 1 (HTLV-1) among Romanian patients with adult T-cell
leukemia (ATL)/lymphoma disorders: What genomic data can tell us
Ovidiu Vlaicu (Romania)

08:55-09:05 ||Integrating high resolution assays into clinical practice for improved HIV
patient care (ROGEN)

Assist. Lect. Simona Paraschiv (Romania)

09:05 - 09:15 ||Metformin as a latency-reversing agent: Repurposing an old antidiabetic drug
for HIV cure strategies
Marian Neculae, Christ Dominique-Ngassaki Yoka, Soumia Khalfi, Ramon Edwin
Caballero, Jonathan Dias, Jean-Pierre Routy, Petronela Ancuta

09:15 - 09:30 |[Panel discussion
Chairs and presenters

09:30 - 10:30 Pediatric infections: Clinical and public health approaches
Scientific session
Chairs: Prof. Dr. Anca Draganescu, Prof. Dr. Doina Anca Plesca

09:30 - 09:45 ||Cardiac involvement in pediatric tuberculosis

Lect. Dr. Cristina Radulescu

European Societyfor
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‘Time HSession ‘
09:45 - 10:00 ||Case-based insights into pediatric infective endocarditis
Assist. Lect. Dr. Cristiana Voicu, Dr. Alin Nicolescu, Prof. Dr. Eliza Cinteza
10:00 - 10:15 |(|The silent backstage work: The impact of catch-up strategies and GP counseling
against post-pandemic vaccine fatigue. Spontaneous compliance vs. medical
intervention.
Dr. Valeria Herdea, Carmen Raluca Ghionaru, Liliana Barbacariu, Ileana Brinza,
Simona Ciog, Liliana Chitanu, Laura Comnea, Crenguta Lanba, Eduard Egri, Claudia-
Felicia Pop, Petruta Tarciuc, Carmen Mirdutd, Eugene Leibovitz, Gheorghita Jugulete
10:15-10:30 |Panel discussion
Chairs and presenters
10:30 - 10:45 Modern approaches in the pathogenic and supportive treatment of viral
Satellite symposium | hepatitis
Terapia Prof. Dr. Oana Siandulescu
10:45-11:00 Break
11:00 - 11:45 Viral hepatitis in focus: From diagnosis to treatment to elimination
Scientific session (ESGVH Session)
ESCMID | 5=
Chairs: Prof. Dr. Oana Sandulescu, Prof Dr. Anca Streinu-Cercel
11:00 - 11:15 ||Keynote lecture: How to best use molecular tools in the clinic: principles and
practice of diagnostic stewardship in viral hepatitis
Assoc. Prof. SnjeZana Zidovec Lepej (Croatia)
11:15-11:30 ||Oral presentation: Laboratory signatures of HDV infection: Prevalence and
molecular epidemiology of HDV in Romania
Leontina Banica (Romania)
11:30 - 11:45 |Panel discussion
Chairs and presenters
11:45 - 12:00 Communicating research results: Standards, structure, and scientific writing

Scientific session

Prof. Dr. Oana Sandulescu, Eliza-Malina Davidoaie

12:00 - 13:00
Satellite symposium
Gilead Sciences

Bulevirtide - the path forward in the treatment of hepatitis delta
Prof. Dr. Anca Streinu-Cercel
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Florin Caruntu

Educational session
with unconditional
support from Pfizer

Romania
13:00 - 13:40 Lunch break
13:40 - 14:00 Prevention strategies for respiratory infections in immunocompromised adults

Prof. Dr. Oana Sandulescu

10
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Scientific session

‘Time HSession ‘
14:00 - 14:20 Influenza prevention in the elderly. Consolidated evidence from the Flunity-HD
Satellite symposium study
Sanct Prof. Dr. Oana Sindulescu
14:20 - 14:40 The role of shingles vaccination in protecting the elderly and patients with
Satellite symposium | immunodeficiencies
L Prof. Dr. Victoria Arama
14:40 - 15:10 HPV vaccination - important considerations for practice
Satellite symposium | Prof. Dr. Victoria Arama
MSD
15.10-15.40 Prevention of pneumococcal disease in adults - a priority for public health
Satellite symposium | Prof. Dr. Valeriu Gheorghita
MSD
15:40 - 16:00 Break
16:00 - 16:40 Lessons from UK’s childhood influenza vaccination programme - and why it
Satellite symposium (|matters
AstraZeneca Dr. George Kassianos (UK)
Clinical experience from the latest influenza season. Impact and directions for
the future
Prof. Dr. Anca Streinu-Cercel (Romania)

16:40 - 17:30 Vaccination in comprehensive infectious disease prevention and beyond

(RAISE Expert Group Session)

Chairs: Dr. George Kassianos (UK), Assoc. Prof. Dr. Gindrovel Dumitra (Romania)

16:40 - 16:55

Keynote lecture: From hesitancy to confidence: Optimizing vaccine uptake
across different patient groups
Dr. George Kassianos (UK)

16:55-17:10

Keynote lecture: Romania’s immunization landscape in 2026: Measuring
progress and closing gaps
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Gindrovel Dumitra

17:10-17:30

Panel discussion
Chairs and presenters

17:30 - 18:30

Scientific session

The future of infectious diseases in Romania

Chairs: Prof. Dr. Oana Sandulescu, Prof. Dr. Anca Streinu-Cercel

17:30 - 17:40

Experience from the vaccination center in the National Institute for Infectious
Diseases “Prof. Dr. Matei Bals”
Asist. Univ. Dr. Adrian Gabriel Marinescu
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Infectious Diseases and HIV Dialogues

7th edition | 26-28 March 2026 | Bucharest, Romania
Constantin Stere Hall
Conference with international participation

Saturday, 28 March 2026
‘Time HSession

17:40 - 17:50 ||Health-related quality of life among people living with HIV: Contributing to the
achievement of SDG 3.3 - zero new HIV by 2030
Dr. Gregoriana Tudoran, HIV Outcomes (Belgium)

17:50 - 18:00 ||[Etiological agents of acute meningitis in children - a monocentric retrospective
study
Dr. Alexia-Teodora Stefan, Conf. Dr. [on Stefan, Prof. Dr. Anca Streinu-Cercel, Prof. Dr.
Oana Sandulescu, Prof. Dr. Adrian Streinu-Cercel

18:00 - 18:10 ||Association between antimicrobial stewardship programs and antimicrobial
resistance: A one-year experience at a tertiary hospital in northern Romania
Dr. Monica Terteliu, Dr. Maria Terteliu, Dr. loana Onofrei, Prof. Dr. Mihaela Catalina
Luca

18:10 - 18:20 |Implementation of HIV indicator condition-guided screening and testing: Early
findings from the #aware.hiv project in the National Institute for Infectious
Diseases “Prof. Dr. Matei Bals”, Bucharest, Romania
Dr. Oana-Mihaela Inescu, Prof. Dr. Anca Streinu-Cercel, Prof. Dr. Adrian Streinu-
Cercel, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Casper Rokx, Prof. Dr. Oana Sandulescu

18:20 - 18:30 |Panel discussion
Chairs and presenters

18:30 - 19:00 Closing ceremony and take-home messages
Scientific session

Chairs: Prof. Dr. Anca Streinu-Cercel, Prof. Dr. Oana Sandulescu
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